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Curitiba, Brazil 

 

“The built environment, defined by the facilities and civil infrastructure systems 

that people use, is the fundamental foundation upon which a society exists, 

develops, and survives.”  
(Vanegas, 2003: 5363) 

 

The Watcher, Bratislava 

Are you a planner? 
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La Défense,  Paris 

“By leaves we live” 
(Patrick Geddes) 

Blue Mountains,  New South Wales, World Heritage Designation 

Coordination and Connectivity 

to find the right places for 

each sort of people;  

places where they will really 

flourish 

Natural planting, Truro, Cornwall 
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Paparazzi, Bratislava 

“As change becomes more 

rapid and discontinuous, it is 

crucial that there are people 

in the profession that are 

able to turn problems into 

opportunities, while 

acknowledging the 

contradictions.  

 

Often, this involves seeing 

things from a new 

perspective and breaking 

away from traditional ways of 

thinking that may have lost 

their meaning.” 

  
(Higgins and Morgan, 2000: 117). 

Managing change? 

Flooded polytunnels, agricultural development,  Fife 

1. Dynamic b/ordering 

2. Resilience 

3. Innovation Zones 

4. Boundary-spanning / Reticulism 
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Street  furniture, Toronto 

Promenade, Porthcawl  

South Wales 

The times they are a-changin’ 

Change of use development 

Brighton 
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Sydney Harbour, Skyline 

The Scottish Borders 

Co. Fermanagh 

Baldovie Industrial Estate, Dundee, Scotland 
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Ayr Town Centre, Scotland 

Mother and Child, Cumbernauld  Town Centre, North Lanarkshire 

La Piscine Museum, Roubaix 

Nord Pas de Calais 
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Melak, World Hertiage Site 

Melaka, Malaysia, World Heritage Site 

Melaka, Malaysia – Life behind the lighting 

Professional education for professional life 

Social-Ecological Resilience 

Regional Local 
Inter-

regional Practices Policies Laws 

Coastal-marine environment 

Planning 

Social environment 

Social sciences Environmental sciences 

Learning 

Ghost  town  

Bukit Beruntung, Malaysia 
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Gated Community, Brighton 

Guarded Community, Selangor, Malaysia 

Bristol, England 2012 
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Conservation Area, Newcastle Hill, Bridgend, South Wales 

Health......Home ......Happiness..... 

Landscape Transport  Architecture Housing Construction Real Estate  Surveying Planning 

Global Citizenship 

 
 
 

..it takes an inter-discipline of (interlinked professions) to make a city…. 

Modelled on Geddes (1904) Civics: as Applied Sociology 

Contemporary Professionals 

 

 

“Through their territoriality, 

political boundaries 

inscribe a state-centred 

order in space, both 

materially and 

discursively”, whilst 

simultaneously affording a 

“dynamic b/ordering 

process”  

  

(Novak, 2011: 743).  

1. Dynamic B/ordering 

Shorelines 

Jordanstown Loughshore Park  
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Ontario College of Art and Design, Toronto 

St Just, Cornwall 

Cornish Mining Landscape 

World Heritage 

2. Resilience 
 

Construction 

 

Cities 

 

Communities 

 

Local government 

 

Thinking 

 

Engineering 
resilience 

Ecosystem 
resilience 

Social-
ecological 
resilience 

1960/70s 1980s 1990/2000s 

Conserve 

 
Regenerate 

 

Transform 

 

      

(Based on Folke, 2006) 

Resilience 
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Engineering 
resilience 

Ecosystem 
resilience 

Social-
ecological 
resilience 

‘... ‘focuses on maintaining the ... constancy of the system, .... resisting 

disturbance and change, to conserve what you have.’ .’  

Engineering Resilience 

(Folke, 2006, p. 256) 

1960/70s 1980s 1990/2000s 

Tarmac sea defence 

Porthcawl  Beach, South Wales 

Wigan Pier Complex, Wigan, Lancashire 
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Engineering 
resilience 

Ecosystem 
resilience 

Social-
ecological 
resilience 

Ecosystem Resilience 

‘... capacity for renewal, re-organization and development’  

in the context of sustainability discourses.  

(Folke, 2006, p. 253) 

1960/70s 1980s 1990/2000s 

Paddington Basin, London 

Commemoration Plaque, Chicago 
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Engineering 
resilience 

Ecosystem 
resilience 

Social-
ecological 
resilience 

Social-Ecological Resilience 

“…supporting adaptive capacity-building, devising innovative responses and 

new trajectories, ...and facilitating learning and transformative potential.” 

(Lloyd, Peel and Duck, 2013, p. 927) 

1960/70s 1980s 1990/2000s 

Natural 

environment 

ecosystems 

 
Terrestrial 

Inter-tidal 

Marine 

Dynamic flows... 

Social 

environment 

ecosystems 

 
Communities 

Interest groups 

Decision-takers 

Governance 

 

 

 

Coastal erosion: Tay Estuary, Fife 

Natural 

environment 

ecosystems 

 

Natural 

Sciences 

Social-Ecological Resilience 

Integrative / Interdisciplinary  

Action Learning Spaces 
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The Talking Tree 

Newtownabbey Borough Council 

 Social-Ecological resilience 

thinking requires: 

 

1. New factual knowledge 

 

 

2. Changes in norms, values 

and beliefs  

 

3. Increased trust and 

openness to alternative 

worldviews   

 

(Lebel et al.,  2006) 

Eden 

Eden Project, Bodelva, St Austell, Cornwall 

3. Innovation Zones 

 

 

Professional 

Political Community 

Collaborative Advantage? 

Hambleton and Howard (2012)  
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Urban furniture, Amsterdam 

Are you a facilitator? 

Forth Railway Bridge, Scotland 

Category A listed structure 

4. Boundary spanning 
interdisciplinary...integrative...inclusive...imaginative 

Tay Bridge, linking two councils, with stumps from the Tay Bridge disaster 

“cognitive filters”  
(Williams, 2010: 7) 

 

 

  

Planner as: 

Boundary spanner  

Reticulist 

“inter-organisational 

communications link between 

policy systems”  
(Lloyd and Illsley, 1999: 184) 
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Joy from Life (Joy), public open space, Bratislava 

....interpreting and enabling others to digest information....  

 

....bringing facilitative skills to explain, envision, and prioritise 

options for management of change.  

A planned city is fundamental to achieving a resilient, green, inclusive, 

productive, safe and healthy urban development.  

 

This requires planning processes and political frameworks that harness the 

city’s assets and potential.  

 

Sustainable planning entails participatory decision making processes and 

particular attention to development that balances social, environmental and 

economic needs.  

 

UN - World Urban Campaign – Better City – Better Life 

Unveiling artwork as part of a new Tay Valley river walk,  

Newburgh Regeneration Group, Fife 
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