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Implementing the 
National Planning 
Framework: 
Strengths and   
Opportunities 

North West 
City RegionCDP

2018- 2024

The critical relationship between the concepts 

of the NPF, the NW City Region and the 

County Plan 

The 
National 
Planning 
Framework 
& RSES
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Place-based delivery 
of strategic objectives  
and achieving results

200,000
target 

population 
for the 
County

Donegal: North-South 
& East –West  
dimensions

Future 
Vision
for the 

NWCR & 
the 

County

Dealing with the 
consequences of a 
‘Business as Usual’ 

approach.

Place-making –
demonstrating 

community 
resilience at work

Ensuring that the 
ambition for growth 

is explicitly 
embedded in 

National strategy.
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208, 994 by 2038

What is the Growth Strategy for 200,000+ 
population by 2038? 

Population change in context: 
Overall positive & upwards growth of 50,411 people over 45 years

1972:
108,344

1986:
129,664

1991:
128,117

2001:
136,309

2011:
161,137
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2016:
158,755

- Ambitious approach to growth -

Requires continuous aggressive

approach and determined interventions 

Challenge
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What are the priorities for determined 
interventions?

Renewal & Regeneration

Collaboration

Economic 
Development

Roads & access

Tourism

Water Services

Environmental Resources

Roads and Access
- The TEN- T Network
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A5

A6

Roads and Access
- The Strategic Reserved Routes, A5 & A6

Roads and Access
- Airport access

A5

A6
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Roads and Access
- Port and ferry access

A5

A6

Irish Water Investments

€2m
€3m

€22m

€6m

€9m

€15m

€5m

€4.6m

€7.2m

€18.4m

€6.4m 
County Wide Water 
Rehabilitation Project

Total investment of 
€98.6m
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The spatial context for economic development
to sustain a population of 200,000 people

Letterkenny Institute of Technology (LYIT) 

The location of existing businesses
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A heat map of existing businesses

The spatial distribution of economic development 
granted planning permission since 2012
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A heat map of existing businesses & 

permitted economic developments

The location economic development 
agencies 
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A heat map of existing businesses and permitted 
economic developments , and economic development 
agencies

The location of Letterkenny, Tier 2 towns
and Development Centres 
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A heat map of existing businesses and permitted economic 
developments, economic development agencies, Letterkenny, Tier 

2 towns and Development Centres

The location of Further Education & Training
and third level education provision
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A heat map of existing businesses and permitted 
economic developments, agencies, Letterkenny, Tier 2 
towns, Development Centres, FET & third level provision

The relationship of Economic Resources and

roads and access
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The relationship of Economic Resources and roads, 
access and the Wild Atlantic Way

The location of the County’s tourism assets
- The Wild Atlantic Way 



20/03/2017

14

The WAW, Signature Points & Discovery 
Points 

The heat map of the WAW, Signature 
Points & Discovery Points 
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The County’s Golf Courses & Blue Flag 

Beaches

Heatmap of Blue Flag Beaches & Golf Courses 
with Glenveagh, Errigal, Heritage Towns & OPW 
Buildings 
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Walking Routes

Cycle Routes
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An Ghaeltacht

The County’s Natural Environment – place making 

I c o n i c  E r r i ga l

H o r n  H e a d

Magherawarden Strand, 
Portsalon

Coastal sea- life

Poison Glen & Dunlewey Lake
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S e a s i d e  R e s o r t s

Cruise liner market

C o a s t a l  
H o r s e - r i d i n g

K i l l y b e g s  F i s h i n g  F l e e t

B u n d o r a n  S u r f i n g

The County’s Built Heritage 

L o u g h  E s k e C a s t l e

Fanad Lighthouse

Ballyshannon

R a m e l t o n

H e r i t a g e  To w n  B r o c h u r e s
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The County’s environmental resources both

natural and built 

PROTECTION & 
PRESERVATION

SENSITIVE & 
APPROPRIATE 

HARNESSING OF
OPPORTUNITY

The role for renewal, regeneration and place-
making

CE Report, Nov 2016-
Strategy to continue to 
consolidate and protect the 
very unique and special 
characteristics of our towns 
and villages remains the 
appropriate strategy

Va c a n t  r e s i d e n t i a l  2 0 1 6

Va c a n t  c o m m e r c i a l  2 0 1 6
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the County Plan and the National Planning 
Framework – Key Messages:

Collaboration in the North West recognised

Place-based focus is of significant value.
CDP is being reviewed – the context for population growth & critical 

mass

Providing mitigation to Brexit

Capitalising value of skills and education – developing 

stronger links with Industry & Employers

 A Tourism sector of growing importance
 Recognition of the critical mass that already exists in 
the North West

Need for completion of connecting infrastructure 
[Broadband; N13, N14, N15; N2/A5, A6, N4]

A process of collaboration and

co-ordination
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Thanks for Listening

Eunan Quinn
equinn@donegalcoco.ie

www.donegalcoco.ie

@donegalcouncil

mailto:equinn@donegalcoco.ie
http://www.donegalcoco.ie/

