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AIM OF PRESENTATION

Societal resilience as a strategic local capability - how do we 

build it? 

Current arrangements in Northern Ireland 

How do we build on these ?

Challenges & Opportunities
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CURRENT CIVIL CONTINGENCIES 

ARRANGEMENTS IN NI
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NORTHERN IRELAND CIVIL CONTINGENCIES RISK 

REGISTER 

• Environmental 
• Human Health, Animal Health 

and Food Security
• Major Accidents and Incident
• Economical , Supply Chain and 

Societal Risks
• Malicious Attacks. 
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NI CIVIL CONTINGENCIES RESILIENCE 
STRATEGY 2020-2025
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STRATEGIC PRIORITY 1

To Enhance Public

Preparedness
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HOW ARE WE ENGAGING WITH 
THE PUBLIC? 

● Regional Community Resilience Group 

● Over 30 Community Resilience Areas across 

NI. 

● Working with a multitude of partner 

organisations – statutory, community & 

voluntary 

● 2013-2020: Focus on Severe Weather

● 2022: Pilots to widen remit of group
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HOW ARE WE ENGAGING WITH THE PUBLIC? 
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Case Study:  Comparison of Experiences of the 2017 

flooding to 2022 flooding 

HOW DOES THE ABOVE WORK IN REAL LIFE?
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WHAT ARE OUR NEXT STEPS?

● Engagement with the National 

Consortium of Societal Resilience

● Development of a  Regional Community 

Risk Register for Northern Ireland

● Taking Forward two pilots in Northern 

Ireland widen scope  “Community 

Resilience: Prepare, Adapt, Strengthen” 

In parallel strengthening relationships with:

• Policing and Community  Safety Partnerships

• Community Planning 

• Community Development 

• Community Voluntary Sector 

• Faith Community

• Business Community
• Cross Border links 
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METHODOLOGY

LOCAL: Vulnerabilities and Capabilities Assessment 

● To promote inclusive participation, community leadership and empowerment of vulnerable people.

● Local perspectives and priorities are critical for the success of any Community Resilience Plan

• For communities to better understand the nature and extent of existing, changing and emerging 

risks they are and will be facing.

• For communities to identify relevant and practical actions to reduce their risks and strengthen their 

resilience based on their priorities.

• To raise awareness and mobilise resources within the community and externally so that the 

community can implement its community resilience planning arrangements

Communities need to ‘own’ these plans and the analysis that led to them in order to put effort 

into implementing them
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Strategic Drivers for Change Need to Strengthen Relationships 
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METHODOLOGY

STRATEGIC

● For statutory organisations and other partner 

organisations to support communities to reduce their 

prioritised risks, including by influencing policies, 

laws and development investment which can benefit 

those communities.

● Move towards societal resilience requires strategic 

engagement from multiagency partners

● Correct Governance Structures: In Northern Ireland, 

overarching Regional Community Resilience Group 

#BeReadyNI

#30Days30WaysUK
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CHALLENGES & OPPORTUNITIES

Challenges

● Resources

● Whole of Government Approach

Opportunities

● Strategic Champions

● UK Policy 
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